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LEDER DEPATCH Meen Hm!'
Lapt, Mick Farnham has been a hot air

salloon operafor, a hiacksmith amd a
sallroom danca teachar.

By Kimberly Horg

E MR LI ER- THEPATOT LCIA

swarm of beescan be a
geary sight to many but
o1 Tor one man who lives
in Sutter Creeh.

“Bees are absolutely fascinat-
ing,” Capt. Mick Farmham swid,

The female bees do all the work
and the males eat and wait for a
chanee to mate with a virgin
cuueen bee but if they sncceed in
achieving their geal then they
will die. The queen bee s theonly
ber that can sting more than onee
without surrendering to death.
The fenle worker beds only live
45 daya and worle themselves to
desith gathering nectar, he gaid,

Farnham likes bees so much
that be relies on them o help pa
the bills. The worloer bees mrﬁ
casentially for him —oventheugh
they might not know it. Farn-
o 's buesiness @5 called Bee Mine
Homey Co. He sella candles made
out of bhees wax and {resh honey,
Pree wax js o bi-product of honey
w0 matead of throwing it away, he
tnealizes it

“The st of honey that the
bcesﬂmdunr deprmds all on them
and the weather,” hesid

Just this past year he started
making candles, He sells them
where ever he can. Sometimes he
ran be found walking around wown
aelling them,

When residents in the conumg-
aity find 1 beehive, Farnham will
oot to e propecty to tadoe it off
the hands of the property owner
In order to tale it back to his
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Sutter Creek man raises bees, makes candles and much more

Cap1, Mick Farnham makes candles from beo's wax and boney. He sells them for $410 $5.

home toadd 1o the other eight
that he is currently housing.

“1 collect bee awarma, | had 18
bechives but pow [ am down (o
eight” he anid “When people call
the police 1o report & bes hive on
their property, the police refer
them tome T took a swarm off of
a hanger one time at the Calav-
eras ﬁnm-rt the plane couldn'y
take off untdl T got {the swarm}
out of there Do aecept gratoities

for refmoving them,”

There are cight different molds
thiit he sz to moke hizcondles.
There tsa honey bearaturoey, an
angel. a pumplin, o frog, Santas
Claus, o Christmns tree and an o
cient beehive (4 Skep} that he
malkes. Farnham gets the candle
molds and a3l other bee sapplics
from the Bee Store in Sacramen: .
e The candles sanel] [ honey.

Coandles made out af bee's wax
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are known to burn longer, shine
hr:l:iz_hta:md smell really good, he
i

The white colored candles ane
made out of wax that has never
been yaed, The dirt oh the bees
[eet causes the color o darken
and it means the wax was used
ever and over in the hive Besldes
selling naturally colored candles,
he alse sells groen {rogs and or-
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angre purnpleines that et their
color Trom adding dye o the
Wil

Jusi becavse he 15 one with
the bees doesnt mean thiat he
Ivas not sulfered from their
wrath, A couple montlesapro a
Beehive broke and becaose i
was dark, he didn’t see them
crawl up his uniform. He
wiesrs i bee suit and veil when
handling therm but that tme
e dieln't see them et ander
s beard so he gor stang 35
timies o his neck, he sl

He knows so much about
It thimt e performs ancient
treatmients, Bee Venom Ther
apy, on people that come Ly
him for this type of healing
proceas “In g couple of weels
[ am grodng to give a1 speech on
BYVT for the Sacramento Bee
Associntion.” he sail

Farnham made friends
with the hees when he lived
in Cuperting many years ago
where he rented a barn thar
was infested with bees,

“1 naticed that the win
dowsill was covered with dead
bt that were cominge out
Irom s hale in the floor by my

ehessle A B et prert in Sem Joewe
tobd e to e hirge them vent”
sl tealil vvee 1o seen v i beelive
on top ol the hole so they can
s in sl Chen 1 eould sal
vape the honey, it worloed,
Pretty seon 1l several
ives bt when D moyved 1sold
it all,” b saul,

T supplement his low in
come he does this te make
s exirn money, " Lam on 5o
cial security checks amd | am
Irelow proverty bevel so lamdo
g this to makee o ok 1o
all kinds of wleas,” Farnham
sl

Farnham iz a “jack ol all
treades” He ot his capidn st
tors piloting hot air balloons
for ower 25 yenrs, He held weel
dings, gave balloon rides,
trained people and Fepaired
bBalloons from 1974 until 1997
s called the bosiness e
“pangle adventore”

“1 was ane of the fivs) people
to ey bungy jumping. T de
sigried amel huilt my own sys
renn T owonld jump ofl of my
balloom belore it was popuilag
to do, in B97R T ohiclened om
# couple times at fiest and

thven died it,” Farnbem said.

Iy 10GE bye was also one of
1D guionaeneerss B Duaange gelickinge,
Hiz adventures don't end
Phieeres, B was o pipee carrier in
cermmnnies and practiced
healing: methods of the an
cient Indians. He toured with
Som Besarer teibe 1o Hinwai
torstuely with Kahona “Tam a
wan - bee Indian,” hesaid,

e s a professional Santa
Claus during the winter, a
Blaeleamin b and besides doing
wesililinge=s in o balloon, he has
alzes dhemyes pponche o weitchy wed
thimyes, hyee sand,

Farnham was born in
Chicagzo but prew upin Texas
When he was in the LS. Navy
he tavgehit ballroom dancing
and Linched missiles: from
Vandenburgs Air Foree Base, It
was al that fme that he set
e i Californi,

Brecause e grew up in tinies
ol the gpreat depression he
dlisess st Jikee Bettimgr anything
gao lo waste. He recently
Brought ¢uantities of mason
pars [illeed with gam and jelly at
a yard sale but noticed that
the date on the jars stated

that it waez made in the 1982
nohody he knew would eat
He tried to take them o1l
Interfaith Food Bank but
would oon takee the jellies b
cause of the date so |
thoaghi of 2 way for the gl
ol o to wesle, There sm
particular barn animal th
has a reputation for eati
anything and leave it up Lol
piglets 1w live up (o their o
wiation. In the end the pig
Iroam the pig frmer, Uncle s
Silva, had a grood treat.

Tl jetlies were all fine b
nobsody wonld eat them, T
el it and it was delicions s
chied mart wenm b 3t Les g Lo wiaste
he said. | always Gike siu
from my garden to the (o
bank and if it can't use then
donate it toa pig fairm. [ koe
they would love it He s o
Foing to give it all 1o them
once, instead he is gpoing
give thema livtle bitata tin
for trears.”

He has been in the area b
mine years. He maveed here
start a balloon business but |
never received any calls b
rides so he did other trades
earn o Hiving,

*Tam an ex perienced colle
tor and a frustrated farme
he saied,

Farnham saud than he b
had many other adwentures
enpugth 1o Dill a 2inch chid
sl Tull of memorics

The caeelles that he male
sl for 54 1o :"-p."l For more i
[ormation, Eo
captmickEsutercreelocom
call hirm an 267 14945,




