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132 competitors danced
For a panel of judges in the hopes

of being one of 15

members of the Sacramento Kings

ngs fans pather cagerly at
every game for the experience and live
entertmnment that only ARCO Arena
can offer.

Inn frone of 17,317 excited fans; the
Sacramente Kings Dance Team adds to
the wvisual expericnce of the game: The
dancers feed off the Kings Sixth Man's
loud rmars, pumped fists and applause,
and respond with some of the hottest
mioves on the court.

But gerting a spot on the dimee
team’® roster @'t casy. Just like the bve
players on the court represent thousands
of ballers whia'd hike to fill therr shoes, the
women performing on the court come
fram a long line of competitors as well,

In July, more than 100 contestanty
came to ARCO Arena from all over the
world—literally—for the chance o be-
come @ Kings dancer.

Some of the contestants got tips
before the audition ata prep class a couple

wieeks before the event, but others went
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out on a imb and gave i a shot with ne
fortmal instructions,

The only requirciments were that
all candidates st be at least 19 years
old, wear a two-piece uniform with
nude tphts, non-marking soled shoes,
complete an application and have two
current photos.

The 132 competitors danced in
a series of three—person performances
while 2 panel of judges made up of lead-

ers from the dance aod entertamment

industry as owell as stall Trom Malool

Sports & Eptertainment narrowed it
down to 44 Analists. After the nombers
ol the first cot were announced, - the ne-
miaindngs foalises learned a pardal dance
rottine. Ot of those 44 contestants, 24
were picked for the final aoditon the
next day and then 16 skilled duneers
made the prade.

“The final compenton consisted
of an interview amd 3 final dance auditnon

where they performed four esght counts

of their own choréography” wnd Tance

Team Mamager, Leslie Bow “The judges

were looking for outgoing, professional,
well spoken, athletic, individuals with
dince experience.”

Finalists also were required to
go through a panel wmterview betore
performing their final dance routine.
The judges placed an equal emphasis
on dance Jhth}'. presenation ancl fan
friendhness, In the end, nine girks whe
tricd out from kst years team and six
newcomers made the grade

Three of the dancers have been
members of the team for at least three
years, This s the sixth—aonconsecutive
year of dancng with the Kings for Heidi
of Sacramento, the Gith season for Jenniter
from Citros Heights, the fourth year for
Kryseal of Stockron, the third season for fa-
mie of Tarlock and Kristin of Sacramento
i anather third year membern

Camille of Rancho Condova, Sarah

of Carmichael, Summer of Modesto,
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Candace of Rocklin and Jeame of Hos
eville are all in their second year with
the tewm.

The dancers that will be perform
g at ARG Arena for the first tune are
1Lachel fran Boseville, Folsoom resident,
Carly, Citrus Flejghts resilent, Megan,
i of Millville, I ebeces of Qirangevale
and i new Sacramento resident, Cicely.

Crcely andinoned with only a
couple hours of sleep Adter arriving at the
Sacramento airport early i the moming
on the day of the audmon, she gathered
her L;u_-]u_ungi.n!_n;s, made her way o Lyt rhesw
hesme and then got meady for the aodi-
tons, Alter making the first cut she was
already exhausted. But the next Tevel of the
competinon was not over until ¥ poan.so
slie sustered up all her energy. sl g
it her hest.

The next day was easivr for her be-
canse the hoal audinon didn' st until 5
pom and it only Listed a couple hours. An
hour after the final audition, the finalists
were told to call 2 iumiber o see 1l they
rinadde 1L

“1 was very excited when | toond
out | made the team!” she sand. "1
lowe performing”

Cicely s from Delaware and was a
cheerleader for the Philadelphia Bagles i
M2 According o the new Kings dancer,
shie was picked out of 500 girls who audi-
tioned for the Eagles so she 1s no stranger
to competition,

Her move date was originally o
Augmst but she decuded o move 2 month
garlicr i order make the awdition, And
lthough the day of the audition was
chaotic, she soys it was ‘worth it in the
end and hopes making the wam wall also
help her career.

“I moved here because | want bo

pursue a modelmg and acting career,”

shie said.

The Sacramento Kings Dance
Tean has made hodreds of worddwade
appearances, including the opportu-
mity to perform ac the 1999 MBA Japan
Games in Tokvo, the Kings preéseason
games i Albuguergue, Beno and Las

Vegas as well as appearances on the
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MNBA lnade Sooff and ESPN where they
were promoting their very own ™'l LOVE
THIS GAME" NBA commercial

The dancers not only perform on
the court, their time off the court s di-
vided by signing autopraphs, tiking photos
and helpiog our with commumty service
events forvartous Maloof Sports & Enter
inment commuily partners.

Some of the daneers have receved
the title of Mis Sacramento, Miss Stock:
ton, Miss Dance Uah, were winners of
several Mational Dance Competitions,
Music Circus Productions, NEL Dance
Teams, danced in Superbowl and have been
on commercialy as well as MTY videos

After Fresno native, Justine Sioiths’
recent appearances in music videos {for
Missy Elliot and Juvenile), the experi-
ence received while on the Central Valley
Coyotes dance team and the Fresno Hear
Wave, she thought she was ready o take it
to the next level but the competition was
#ill ton Aerce.

“Thas was my first tme trying out
and you have to start somewhere,” Smith
i “I'I be back next year and now | have
a better ades of what to do.”

It was Sacramento resident and
recent gracuate, 1o Brown, first tine
suditioning as well and she wasn't expect-
ing so tiany people to try ot Brown was
a cheerdeader when she aended Cal Poly
anid ys it 38 very competitive to make it
an any dance or cheerleading team,

San Prancisco resident, Heather
Young; alo anditioned for the team for
the first tme and was just happy o make
the first cut,

“1am happy to get this Gr consider-
ing how competitive it is,” she said,

Bay Area resident, Latisha Taylor,
said that considering the nmmber af
pirls audinomng and taking into account
the number of returmng girls who: au-
ditioned, it was really hard o make the
team. Lacisha added that she is disap
pointed she didn't nsake it boe will ty out
again and again until she does,

Whether it 15 the passion for danc

iy or the excitement of beng in front

of 4 erowd, becoming a member of the w
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peam 15 a dream Tor mamy, ancers tavel
i far avey as MNew Ordeans, South 1
kot amd event Japan b suditon.

O contestant traveled across the
worhd, twas tinnes over, 1o audition for the
team. Maoko Kawanaka lves in Japan and
rade the long journey trom home for the
past twao years to iy ta make her diean
come

“1 am 2 fan of the Kangs and it is ny
dhrearn o be o dancer,” she i after ks
it 1o elie Linals.

Some of the other contétmts saaply
wanted totry out, just for the fun of it

Sacramento resident ad Aoserican
[Liver College student, Tina Maran ricd
out for the tam a couple years ago and
chidnt ok it this tene or Jast ot says she
weanted o try agaun becavse it 5 fun,

Dancing for a Kings game appears
ton iz “all fumy amsid ganies™ e there 15 also
a lot of hard work mid skill mvolved, Ev
ery nember of the team has more than 2
decade of danee expenence.

The dance materal the temm per-
forms. at games i dearned ar coop aid
different people are ared to wach them

“They will begin rehearsals A=
prust tor gines 1o began o Olctober,” Bow
said. W will rotate 12 dancers per gane
atwhich, on average, they will pertorm
twer routines ancd then a few fourth guar-

ter free siyling sepmenes” <
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