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Marvalene Hughes

e for 12 Marvalene Hughes began in s world filled with eppression. Growing up in the Sourth

during 2 time of racial segregation, she knew thiat ane day she would rry to mulke 2 change ansl

thar change would come chrongh educarion. It has taken adife-long commicment b [, Hughies
muacle her dream o cealig when in 1994 she became the sixth Tresident of Calilornia Stare Universicy,
Seanishans {051A].

“Educarion, | believe, is our greatest liberator and our strongest inyvestownt in peace,” she said, “The
T term benefits are abead and Ewill amxiously warch the resuls.”

Marvalene Hughes came from a long line of educators, most of whom were public school eeach-
ers. Her mother, Alversa Hughes, was an elemensary school 1eacher and a principal. Her father, Judge
Huglhes, Tollowed Tis Farhers footseeps in larming,. Mot only was her facher a Frmer and landowner,
bast her prandparenes and grea-grandparents were s wll,

Many of the things she cxperienced as a young, girl have had a Lar-reaching impacr. “holy voung
lifie was spene in the smee of Alabama during the era of legal racial segregation,” she saidd. “Among
the unpleasant and oppressive memories | lave are the requirement 1o drink [tom the ‘colored” wa-
wer Fountains, siv in the galley of the movie thearer for an nceasional mevie; awair the bools in my
classronm that were handed down from the white schools and walk many miles 1o school while the
relatively empry buses rransported whire sondents, 1 also lave memorics ol the Ko Klus Klan march-

ing, wearing white sheers and burning crosses, Such external symbols were meant 1o intimicate and

debilitate members ol my rce”
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She says that she abways knew that she
womthl b= an cducaris, panly hecmse sl s
wirrmaeted by Gunily who were temchers [t
als becanse shee shared the smine passion for
Bigher learning: Her family gave ler the soalks
and shie vsed thom,

"Wy irmimicdiane family and exoended Baoily
WETE LU0 [sialTers, giving iy ciphe .‘;i!:lhl'l]_'..‘:
amd e bove and assurance chat we were s
pt a5 ovear ooprpressons and ingellecilly and
morally .-\.l:lpl'l'ml." she gaiel, " We were l.iil!,'El.I“-
noat o hane wpone, b o bove e ascdss mbers
"-'I:.“-“-”‘-'-“' af race, P_I_'ll.lrl,"l. rehigioms afliliziicn
amil eoonommic status,”

She obained her education a0 Taskepee
Universiiy, Mew Yook Wniversiey and
Columbia Universite. She recetved hee Pl
in Connseling and Adminizoration from
Ihoricka Sre Universivy sl b pursoed gos
doctorat stwdy ar theee Harvard Universicy
Sarmaner Insziones,

“Valak gt bevne thar xoollepe cdwention was
achotee, | though inowasa manchaee,” | |II-|_" s
sl " hus, npr |-,r.u|u.|ril11r, fromm |I-i1.’,|l
sichial, college feallovwere ] 11 s A sitemiati;
nesxt step dor me s enter praduate school.”

13r, Fughes" roael 1o suecess Began in 1971
ACN AN |:-rul-|'.usl::-|: ar Fekend (.'l.:ll.ld.j'.t‘ in
S Perershurg, Flovida, A vear Bner sl Become
the Professor and Coenselor ac San g St
Uniiversity el thoein the divector of counscling
seavices and placement at the college up wnil
1986 whien she wook the Associase Viee Pres
dene Tor Studene Affains position a0 Arizona
Srre Universing From dhere she maved an
b the Yiee Presidenn [or Soudent Alfaies,
Professer of Counselor and Human Svevices
Fehacation ar The Lndveesing of Talede, then
becnme the Vice PresidenyVice Prowvass amd
Prodessor of Fducatiomal Peypchology au ehe
Unseersity of Minnoa, [n V94 she wesool
Fereeel thee espprartumicy 1o be the Presidens 2ol
Professor ol I"_\::,'l:'|u_|||::|p:|1lr at S0 ol s seill
chiel afficer ol the nniversitg Al the ond ol hiz
schosl year sl will retine to begin a new (and
pet 10 b desermined) chaprer of ber life.

[ uning ber cameen, D, | fuphes lias comducece
wwarch projects, s been pabilidud e
v ancd D Deen aetively inmdved in profissional
wociatins, She lne ade lindveds of proene
siens e sracficnoes avdd has given keyneone adedresses
it canbye il Ulinieced Seaves B in Asiria, Sounh
Mrica,
Bermnka, Jondan, the Erives sod Felaogiia,

i Wica, Rossiz, Lithoania, ©lina,

135, 1 upbecs adso comeribamee] Ber dhauplis e
Prosident Clinten s Vice Presidens Core 1o
imaupane the fedoral inidarive, Hi;*.h |]|J|K‘$
foir Cloallege Tor Amiericas Youb

“I T whve privibope to b o the adicnee
weitly Presidesy Clingon on g few occasions,”
Hipehies caiel, 1 vomsulied wich i and with
Viee President A6 Coore when be smnoinced
the Tedheral aniative, | was in dhe righe carcle
Jeed By o ool my (k) coallegeaes e ot
nz ol |}|'q|||,'u|u||.||.\.. [has coliiimied in o
visit 1o e White Hloose, swlveme o wery soadl
o velebred witly the Presidend ool e
Vice President che accomplisonent of thas isis-
st fow Tigh T lojus schwolne, Bowas exciving ae
prsitively Tnapact Tives on onaniomnal level.”

Wirking bl dnn aend onn ol the commniry,

somne ol 1] Dighes” most succeafn] proogmms

1K Illdl. |.||l: '..'..'"1‘: T 1ErI eI TS |:II(1"I|'|!|:II 1

Ulnernzeaes, Mexico, the ©ohon !'l:“l-lll-'l.‘-lllp

exchamge progrm witloselecied 50U Caollege §

o Dipsiness Administracion stacens wod thein

e e Cerpy

comnierpants fron e i
Powrtoise b Panis, France, Exclunge programs
with Plageselonl | larlem oo Mesherlands
anal Hlamsees Uineversity i Boea, o Pacoership
weitly thie Ulnivessivg o the Aeoris, aind Euolving
vebationahipe e Tarbang, Universicy gl the
Taped Muiricipal Teachers Collepe i Triwean,

“Uilobaliwian ol education s essenrial
o o lunie cconomically, politeally and
ingellecinily,” she smid, “Alchough it has boen
didhieuldy,

eaprie o studenis s Tculey to the haghes

| have mwade nowmerons efforms o
gualivg ol ediem il exehange appao anices
i ther conneries,”

gl ininianed atnd served o lounding,
Aamwerican Presicenn in the plebal protineedips
with the Arvaly American Dlmivessiey in fenim
[Plespivian Teeriery) i 1995, the Amcrican
Ulpiversany in Bihaopi (Aaldiz Alwalue) in MY,
By,

Ewvorz Lhniversicy in |'(l]|1|!*..!| (TTIN o M T

I sz University i Sonpth Kasces i

[ dnaversiny of the Asores i 2001 e Bk,
Lloewersiy in i i MHE2,

Perhaps the mose novel progeam is e
Aoz American |..|:'|i-."~'l:d1:|' Il i Jenan i
the Palestinizan vervivories,” | ||.||'1||-:':i PITTS I O
searred than prograne, Today, i i theonnly ani

versity in the Palestinin wrritary and 35 one

o the ot Beaaeilal Bacilicies, Dhicing all be
conllices in s weriony, thie doners Tue 1
tarperedd the compus bor disomcnion, Stedenis

comnidnie te sigenad ches Elaiversine”
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“Too often, people are appointed

to positions where they can make

a difference, but they forget about
those who are left behind and
neglect the opportunity to help
others,” Hughes said. “Sometimes
they introduce the wrong kind of
change. | have always leveraged my
position to assure equal opportunity
for education for everyone.”

She was also selected by her peers o go
to the President-ro-Fresidents Lecture in
Puerto Fico,

“Given that only one person per year is
selected nationally, | deemed ica very special
honor te present to my presidential colleagues
in Puerto Rico, There are more than 600 eligible
presidents and only a handful will have such a
privilege. | feel blessed,” she said.

She has given a number of international
speeches where she has touched the lives of
citizens in the Great Hall of the People in
Beijing and twice for the People’s Republic
of China.

This femide role model has lead many orga-
nizations rhat have an emphasis on education
for women and minorities, including being
the chair of the national group of University
Women Presidents. Dr. Hughes is also on the

First Marional Women's Museum Advisory

Board, is a member of the Womens Commis-

sion for the American Council on Educarion
{ACE) and is the chair of the national group
ol Africin American Presidents,

“The rale of Chair of the national African
American Presidents group places me in a
unigque position o address the diminishing
number of university presidents who are
African Americans, women and from other
underrepresented groups,” she said.

Five uf the African American presidents
developed an initative that became the Mil-
lenninm Leadership Instituee (ML) Hughes
serves as the volunteer coordinatorand planner
of this program that enrolls 30 parricipants a
year 1o train them for presidency. Carrently, 20

participants have been appointed president of

major universitics.

“I am mortivated when there Is a public ser-
vice 10 be done and 1 have the experise to lead
ar participate, It is especially gratifying when
these tasks relae o promotional opportunity

(50 Stanstaus Campus. Photo by Gearge Owings

for the public good. In such circumstanc
1 have boundless energy and generosity. T
public service values inherited from my fam:
inspire me to e a public servant,” she said.

One of her current areas of concern 14 4
the Stockwon Fighth Grade Inidative. 5
hopes to address the low college-going rate
Stockion by mngeting cighth-grade studen
engaging their parents i maining progr
and encouraging them to select the colle
admission curriculum. They are automarica
admitted with a full-tuition scholarship
C5US by complying,

“Too often, people are appointed o po
tions where they can make a difference, b
they forget about those who are left behi
and neglect the opportunity o help othe
Hughes said. “Sometimes they introduce ©
wrong kind of change. [ have always leverag
oy position Lo assure crqual opportunity |
education for everyone”

She says the firsvand most imporant fac
in improving education is to provide adequ:
funding, adding thar education must loc
o teaching students how o learn rather th
emphasizing skills in rese-taking, She think:
is cssenrial thar educarion does not becom
political agenda.

“My work has been fulfilling and 1 ho
the Valley rezps enormous benefis,” Hugl
saic. “My future goals will always focus
leadership in arcas that advance society 2
serve the public. T will always search for ws
tor o this”

She isstill orying hard tobuild @n Americ
university in Erhiopia, even though, lor ne
there are no resources, She says thar there is
couniry more in need ofhigher educariona
will continue to pursue this goal.

Hughes is a
35 year-old-son, Jan, and wife o her hushar

muover, 4 shaker, 2 mom o |

Diavid Brinks. She enjoys music, reading ai
facing diversity for the good of all. She it
strong believer in equality and even thoughss
is retiring from CSUS, her educational go.
will live on in all thar she has touched.
“Education provides the intellecrual d
velopment and stimulation for sociery,” s
said. “An educated socicry builds a scro
eronomy; therefore, society must invest in
futute by educating the young and the ol
The concepr of educating the old refers
the necessity to encourage citizens to hon

lifelong learning.”
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