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Water use in ,Turlock exceeds average
Ave~age Turlock home uses
250 gallons a day; national
average is I50 gallons

By Kimberly Horg
TURl.OCKJOURNAL

A typical family in Turlock tis~
es 250 gallons of water a day - an
amount much higher than the na-

tional average of 150gallons,
"This is a result of existing user

increase. It is not because of the
growth happening in the city,"
said Dan Madden, water resource
manager for the city. "One of the
biggest problems that the city
has is its residents who water dur-
ing the wrong hours,"

The city has a.watering sched-
ule that has been in place for the
past decade that enforces water
conservation. During the sum-

mer, between May and October,
are the peak months for water
conservation in which additional
water conservation is needed but
year round there is an ordinance

.system that is important to follow.
Currently residents are paying a
flat rate between $15 and $16 for
water, Madden said.

"Because residential users pay a
flat rate for their water, it doesn't
effect them financially like it
would for your power bill if you

went overboard on usage," Mad-
den said. .

There is a proposed rate in-
crease in which the city will get
$23 million in bond money for six
additional wells and two storage
tanks. Proposition 218 will be ad-
dressed during the April 27 meet-
ing of the Turlock City Council.
The increase will mean the aver-
age homeowner will pay approxi-
mately $31.50by 2008.
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"If this doesn't pass, the
city's w<1;tlerwill be placed in
jeopardy. If a major fire broke
out during the summer, we
wouldn't have enough water to
put it out. This needs to pass
in orderto make these im-
provements:' Madden said.

A phase approach within a
5-year period will be imple-
mented instead of the rate in-
crease happening all at once,
he said. '

The city is also taking
measures to avoid wasting wa-
ter. For example, Turlock Irri-
gation District's Walnut Ener-
gy Center will be cooled using
the city's recycled wastewater.
Also, landscape at Summer-
faire Park is watered with re-
cycled water

"New parks that are built in
Turlock will use that same
system," Madden said.

The city has water conser-
vationists that patrol the city
to issue citations to anyone
who is breaking the law.

"We can't be at everyone's
door all the time so it is very
important that people follow
the rules," Madden said
No. watering is allowed on

Mondaysaddresses that end
in odd numbers are allowed to.
wateron<Wednesday, Friday
and Sutfq'ay from midnight to
noon an{Ifrom 6 p.m.. to. mid-
night.Addresses that end in
even numbers should only wa-
ter on Tuesday, Thursday and
Sa turdgy during the same
hours, No watering is permit-
ted fot~pyone between noon
and 6'!tm. on any day. The
purposeof the time limita-
tions is to'ensure that there is
enough water pressure so that
facilities can run, Madden
said.

The washing down Dr hDS-

ing of sidewalks, gutters and
outside structures without the
written consent Df the City
Manager is a violation of the
law. Sweeping or brushing is
required unless approval for
water use is obtained, Madden
said.

"If you drive around Tur-
IDCk,YDU can see people all the
time washing off their side-
walk and driveways. This type
of behavior is not needed," he
said.

Part Df the Turlock Emer-
gency Water Shortage Plan
states that washing your car
at your residence requires the
use of a positive shut -offvalve
that operates properly and it is
limited to. once a week. All res-
identiallandscape watering is
limited to. twice a 'week and
large commercial landscaping'
is limited to. once a week.
Make sure sprinklers are
working and are properly ad-
justed so. that the water hits
the lawn and beds not the side-
walks Dr driveways.

A violation Df the city's wa-
tering laws will result in a $25
fine. A second violation is a
$50 and a third is $100. Each
subsequent violation results in
a fine Df $250.

"During peak summer
mcnths. Iou citations are is-
sued in a week," Madden said.

Any utility customer that
has been issued four Dr more
penalties during a year may be
required to' install a water me-
ter at their premises and
would be required to' pay the '
direct cost of the meter and its
installation. Failure to' pay the
penalty fees Dr the CDstSof the
water meter would result in
the discontinuation of the
service.

If YDU see someone wasting
water, call 668-5590 to' report
it. FDr questions regarding the
Water Conservation Program,
call 668-5590Dr visit www.tur-
lockca.us,


