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The Artwork of Loomis Local Victoria Brooks

That certain time of day when the
sun Mghlohts the water and treas jusl s
at thatl particular moment & wehiat T e
sionist painter Victora Brooks ties 10
capture on canvas, She offon avels 1o
picturastue locanens to part wath all of
nature's wonders factonng mto the
composaition of har paimtings. ™| appec
ate abstract ar, bhut | am maore of an
impresaonst,” shi says, "1 amea happy
pamter, and | hke o touch peopla.”

The Loomis regsident has resided in
ther area [or the past 11 years bul graw
up i Oregon, where she obtaned her
Commercal A Degree from Partland
Community College: and Portland State
Unmeersity, After graduating, she
worked as a broadcast art director with
KCHM-TY (the CBS athliate in Portiand)
for the next five yaars, She then moved
to Universal City, in Southem Caldornia,
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anc worked a5 a4 graphic desigret
for Group W Productions, a leading
lexliwlsin 'i"r'l'ldtl'i-ﬂliﬂll COTTRINY, AT
the mexl five years, And tor a couple
of years alter that, she worked 5.8
graphics dwecton at the anmation
company Flmation Studios but then
cecidod o pursue hier deeam ol baing
a painter.

[ueinig the tarme sheoworkod s a
graphie artist, she studied ol pamiog
at the Caliloroa At Institute to tulfill her
clesire 1o pant Howewor, she codn®
pami that ruch because she used all
her creathaty in hes swork, soswhen she
got horme at the and of the diy, she was
Barnt out, “You have 10 work uncker a
ot of preggura working as i graphc
artist, " she says, "Working lor myself is
great! And | am abie to cxpress mysol
as an arist.”
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Under the Tuscan Sun

She now paints Tull-time and teach
5 others the (o of har trade. Brooks
[fkes painting with oils best but likes
panting with water colors rom time 1o
tirme as weell. 1 fell in love with oil
paints,” she gushos, "There 13 S0rme
thing kang-astmg abaut ol paintings.
Tha langewity of ols s amazng.”
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She recently returned from Haky,
whera she says she admired ol pamt
ings that were hundrods of years old,
Brooks ook several students with ber
or the trig and tacght therm while she
pamti locals and their surroundings.
The "Tuscana Amencana” class wall
1ake place the same e next year,
fromn Septamber 1 to B

“I did 14 paintings when | was in
Italy, " Brooks says, adding excitedly that
ona of thesa paintings sold for around
T16,000. Brooks' and her studants’
paintings of taky will be exhibited m
December at the 20th Street At Gallery
in Sacramonto, Brooks enjoys travehng
tiy exolic locations to nterprel thei
inhabitants® way of life in her work, Sha
has painted not only the vineyards of
aly but also local Tibetans and
Mangohians and Beljing's. Forbidden City
The traveling imprassionst akes the
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gurmmer ol from teaching 1o paint on
loscsation. For o, s extramely prolific,
as she tymcally pants twio or three
pamtings a day

Technigues of the
Fronch Mastoers

Brooks believes that she will never
be finished growidrg) as an armst. “Once
vl think you kncas L all, your career in
over bacause you stop learmmg, ™ she
observes. One method of paintmg she
began several years ago s “en plein ar"
Franch for "in the open air™ Paintine oul
doors 15 n completely differant way of
pamnting that presents the artist with
ample opportunites to rmprose his skl
When she paints indoors, the shadows
prowaded by artificial ight do not change;
whereas outdoors sho has @ lirifed
arnount of tme Lo eaplure: o peiurs
bertone the ght changes.

radi Fante
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“Thare ara onby a couple-of hours
of hight, 501 have 1o work fast,” she
sayas. “Thereare a lof of factors
imvolved, like retlectae hoht and shad
ows, 15 a resurgence-of what impres-
signists did. * Painting en pléin air has
been a challengo for Brooks, but she
fonls it has taught her a lot " Qutdoors
i 30 you gan smaell the flowears and
feel the rain,™ she axplams, "My mind
goes into another place. No one can
say anything at that moement that could
upset ma, | go into autopdol and am in
tauch with mysell, and when ths hag
pens, |am thankiul.™

Brooks admires the work of early
Califomian impressionsts who pamted
en plein ar. Che ol her favonte mpres:
siomst artists 15 Edgar Payne, and sha's
also inspired by a turm-ol-the-cantiny
Spanish painter named Joaguin Sorolla
She's been intrigued by art lor as long
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as she can remembearn Her mother first
gave her art supplies whan sho wat a
child so that she could expross herselt in
a productive way—and keap out of trou-
blest The art gene runs i har family, as
hier sistarn, Ches Richarg, 3 also an artist
She Inves m Anzona, wharo she works
a5 a graphie deswgner

Brooks nas two sons, Brandon,
wivos currently attending UE Santa
Cruz, and Levie, who just gradusted from
UCLA with a degree in digital media. Ho
inhemed his mom's creativity and used
his hegh-teck skills 1o design her Web
site, Both of the boys modeled for her
when thay were young, because as well
as owitdoor panting, she loves panting
children. According to ber, both possess
mgocal gqualities. "1 ike painting children
because of thor nnecence,” she says
“I love the outdoors and the beauty and
charrm of children, so combnmmneg the bwo
segms natural.”

Sharnng Her Passion
She teaches art classes al the
Sacramento Fine Arts Center, Sun City in
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Hoseville it filled up last Mayl, and tho
Spongfiold Retiroment Community in
Rockln, Because she likes to give each
student ong-on-one instruction, she only
atlowes 12 students per class, so early
registration s recommaended. Simply
wisit www vbrooks.com or send an e
mail to vhrooksart@hotrmal com. Harties
intarested in commEssoning har waork
can also contact her by a-mil

"1 nm very proud of iy students,
One of the greatest gifts from leaching 5
seamnp thesr work progriess,” she says,
"Art annchas your life. Onee your eyes aré
tumed on 1o it you can't turn it of]. | gan
teell the minuta it hapgpens o a student,”

She 5 a Signature Artist member,
o 5he s antitled 1o use the mitiaks
PMOAPS ladlowarg her Signaturd on pamnt-
ings, prints, and reproducticons of he
orginal work. She s also belorgs 1o thie
American Impressionisl Society, so she
can include AlS beside her name as well
Brooks has an art gallery in Auborn called
Agbarn Uld Town Gallary and anoathe
in Albany, Caltomia, called Solano bine
Arl Gallesy, not 1o mention sevaral n
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bz horme state: Primary Elerments in
Cannon Beach and Lawrenca Gallories
in Partland, Mehlinnwilie, and Salishan
*I have had some real successas in the
past couple of years," Brooks says
1 am blessed especially o work wath
such wonderful people, The iggest
campliment for me was when a parnting
made somearss cry "

She has wWon numerous mwanis

and often paints different areas of the

country with a handiul of other artis
In Moverrnber, she will participate in the
open studio held by Placer County avery
wiar That means her backyard studio
will b opan 1o the pubhc, aswill the

studios of other ares artsis

Tell Us About it!

ko of a talented local anst whic
deservas recognition? If he or she
resides in South Placer County, wie waril
to hear aboul it! E-mal submissions 1o
edit@nsidreroseville nel or wite 1o us
at: Inside Roseville Magazing, Attn
Artisl Profile, 1420 E. Boseville Plwy,
Ste, 140, Hosewville, CA 95667, TRM
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